
MAPS
Unit 1



1. How is the Earth represented?



 

The Earth is spherical, but it is not a perfect 
sphere. This shape is called geoid.
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How is the Earth represented?

GLOBES MAPS

1.- They represent the Earth with 
    a similar shape.

2.- They are three-dimensional.

3.- They do not usually contain
    detailed information.

1.- They are very common and easy 
     to use.

2.- They provide detailed information.

3.- They are two-dimensional (distances         
     and shapes are distorted)



Establishing direction

We use the cardinal points to show direction.

They are:

NORTH
SOUTH
EAST
WEST



Some elements in nature can help us to establish direction.

During the day the Sun can help us to 
establish direction as it always rises in 
the east and sets in the west.

At night, the North Star can help us to 
establish direction as it always indicates 
north.

The Sun and the North Star



Establishing direction

COMPASS

An instrument with a magnetic needle which always points north



2.- Types of maps



There are 3 types of maps

Political maps Physical maps

Political maps tell us about countries, 
cities, borders, etc.

Physical maps show us relief, 
mountains, rivers, seas, etc.



and...

Thematic maps

They give us information on particular subjects, such as climate, vegetation, etc...



Basic elements of a map

Arrow pointing north

Key

Scale

Title



3.- How do we locate places on maps?



Meridians and parallels

ParallelsMeridians

They are imaginary lines that help us to identify the exact 
location of places on Earth.



Meridians

They go from one pole to the other

The prime meridian, or Greenwich meridian (0º) is the 
point of reference for other meridians.

It divides the Earth into 2 hemispheres: 
the western hemisphere and 
the eastern hemisphere.



Parallels

They are circles which are perpendicular to the meridians.

The equator is the most important parallel and the 
reference for the other parallels. It is at the same distance 
from both poles.

It divides the Earth into 2 hemispheres: 
the northern hemisphere and 
the southern hemisphere.



Latitude and longitude

• Latitude and longitude 
indicate geographical 
coordinates: 

the exact location of a 
place on the Earth



Latitude



Longitude


